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Your Sins Are Forgiven 
Matthew 9:1-8 
 
I. The Issue of Sin - 8:1-2 
 
 
 A. Faith Filled Friends 
 
 
 
 B. Fearful Failures 
 
 
 
 C. Forgiveness  
 
 
 
 
II. The Education of Sinners - 8:3-7 
 



 A.  Accusation of Blasphemy 
 
 
 
 B.  Revelation of Inability 
 
 
 
 C.  Explanation of Divinity 
 
 
 
 
III. The Response of Sinners - 9:8 
 
 
 A.  Awe and Glory 
 
 
 
 B.  Embrace the Mission 
 
 
 
 
  



Life Group Study Questions 
Your Sins Are Forgiven 
Matthew 9:1-8 
 
1. Has it ever taken you a while to figure out what was motivating someone 
in authority over you?  What was that like and when did it become clear? 
 
 
2. Have you ever had someone believe for you and take action?  Who?  What 
was that like? 
 
 
3. When Jesus says “take courage,” He reveals that the paralytic was carrying 
an intense burden of sin and guilt.  Do you carry any shame for the 
consequences of your sin?  Do you have an outward need that really isn’t the 
deepest need of your life? 
 
 
4. How should the response of Jesus to the man encourage our hearts? 
 
 
5. The scribes react strongly to Jesus’ forgiving sin.  What is the reason for 
the claim of blasphemy? 
 
 
6. The scribes are rebuked by Jesus, not for their desire to defend truth, but 
for refusing to put their faith in Christ.  Their unbelief was ugly and revealing.  
How is it that we can be very religious and still not put our faith in Christ? 
 
 
7. Jesus’ question to the scribes is awesome.  He puts them in a logic box that 
they may not like, but they cannot escape.  Since He has the power to heal 
(from God), then He must have the power to forgive (because He is God). 
 
 



8. Jesus makes it clear in 9:6 that He has the authority to forgive sins.  This is 
His mission and primary focus: To forgive us and transform us.  How is it that 
we so often miss this and make His mission something less? 
 
 
9. The crowd gets it, even if at a basic level.  Why does their understanding of 
this man Jesus, having the ability to forgive sin, lead them to fear and give 
glory to God? 


